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alph Waldo Emerson once stat-
ed "A life in harmony with
Nature, the love of nature and
of virtue, will purge the eyes
to understand her text." Imple-
menting this philosophy,
Jean Dortch luminescently
portrays the act of describ-
ing the landscape which records the visual and yet also
alters it through her eyes. She meets the challenge of
the everlasting quality of nature, with its constant looks
and moods. Ms. Dortch is in quest for the Earth’s
secrets, and yet she sprinkles it with her own personal
viewpoint. We gaze through the different subject mat-
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ters of both water and land. Her images capture a dis-
tinct sense of place whose transcendental qualities
reward us with a celestial reverence for nature. The spir-
it of her landscapes reveals a visionary portal into a par-
adise of flowers, tress, and water.

The longer we look at her sun kissed canvases, the more
her colors shimmer with a bejeweled palette of celadon
blues and celestial greens, which are poised between the
plentitude of the natural world and the composed realm
of rational thought. There sense of order seems to be
found rather than imposed, and the multiple readings
they invite suggest the single truth: “what endures in
nature is change.” Her Impressionist paintings are
infused with light and a joie-de-vivre.

Ms. Dortch is a member of the Naples Art Association,
Oil Painter’s of America, and the Tennessee Art League.
Her work has been thoroughly exhibited in such states
as Florida and New York. In 2006, Ms. Dortch received
the distinct honor of being inducted into the National
Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington, D.C. &
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